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As Britain and the United States commemorate five decades of the special nuclear 
relationship embodied in the 1958 Mutual Defense Agreement (MDA), two lead-
ing research institutes—one on either side of the Atlantic—have collaborated to 
examine that history. The Center for Strategic and International Studies, in Washington, D.C., and the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, London, enlisted senior officials, scientists, academics, and 
members of industry who have been involved in the implementation of the MDA over the years. The contribu-
tors were asked to recount how the U.S.-UK nuclear relationship flourished despite such obstacles as the halt 
in the scientific cooperation that had spurred the Manhattan Project; the Suez crisis; and sharp disagreements 
over scientific, political, and technical issues. They were also asked to look to the future of this unparalleled 
transatlantic relationship. Abstracts from 36 oral histories (taken with, among others, UK Secretary of State for 
Defence Des Browne, former U.S. Secretary of Energy James Schlesinger, and former U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Harold Brown) add to the historical dimension of this work. The resulting collection of histories, analyses, and 
anecdotes provides valuable reading for an understanding of how the two nations were drawn together by a 
common threat during a turbulent era, as well as how they will face future challenges in a radically changed 
security environment.

Jenifer Mackby is a fellow in the International Security Program at CSIS in Washington, D.C. Paul Cornish is 
head of the International Security Programme at Chatham House in London.
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Introduction by John J. Hamre and Robin Niblett

Part One: The Chronology
  1. John Simpson and Jenifer Mackby • The Special Nuclear  
Relationship: A Historical Chronology

Part Two: Historical and Technical Cooperation
  2. Alan B. Carr • How It All Began: The Atomic Bomb and  
the British Mission
  3. Andrew Brown • Historic Barriers to Anglo-American 
Nuclear Cooperation
  4. Brian P. Jamison • Completing the Transatlantic Nuclear 
Bridge: A UK View
  5. Eric Ridge • Completing the Transatlantic Nuclear Bridge:  
A U.S. View
  6. Richard Weitz · Britain’s Dual Nature in U.S.-Russian Nuclear 
Arms Control
  7. Kristan Stoddart · The Special Nuclear Relationship and  
the 1980 Trident Decision
  8. Michael J. Weaver · Nuclear Weapon Accident Response
  9. Glen M. Segell · Nuclear Delivery Systems Resulting from  
the MDA
10. Tara Callahan and Mark Jansson · UK Independence or 
Dependence?
11. Jeffery H. Richardson · UK-U.S. Air Force Collaboration

Part Three: Reflections and Future Prospects
12. Linton F. Brooks · The Future of the 1958 Mutual Defense 
Agreement
13. Michael Quinlan · The Path Ahead for Nuclear  
Cooperation
14. Franklin C. Miller · Creating a Bilateral Nuclear  
Policy Framework
15. Keith O’Nions, Roy M. Anderson, and Robin Pitman ·  
Reflections on the Strength of the 1958 Agreement

16. Tim Hare · The MDA: A Practitioner’s View
17. Troy E. Wade II · Nuclear Testing: A U.S. Perspective
18. Robert G. Joseph · Collaboration on Counterproliferation:  
The Libyan Case
19. Nuclear Testing: A UK Perspective
Part 1. The UK View · Clive Marsh, Peter Roberts, and Ken  
Johnston
Part 2. A Personal Perspective · Peter Sankey
20. Frank Panton · Governments, Scientists, and the UK Nuclear 
Weapons Program
21. Steve Ludlam · The Role of Nuclear Submarine Propulsion

Part Four: Strategic Perspectives through Oral History— 
Abstracts of Interviews with Current and Former Senior Officials 
and Scientists
Des Browne · James Schlesinger · Peter Carrington · Harold 
Brown · Michael Quinlan · John Foster · David Owen · Pete Nanos 
· George Robertson · Siegfried S. Hecker · Peter Marshall and Alan 
Douglas · John Harvey · David Parkes · Franklin C. Miller · Peter 
Sankey · Glenn L. Mara · Kevin Tebbit · Linton F. Brooks ·Tim 
Hare · Herbert York · Steve Dearden · John T. Mitchell · Gerry 
Wilmott · Robert G. Joseph · Malcolm Jones · Richard L. Wagner · 
Everet Beckner · Richard Mottram · Steve Henry · Stanley Orman 
· Walter B. Slocombe · Robert Walmsley · Robert H. Wertheim · 
Paul Taylor · Kenneth C. Malley · Robert Hill 

Appendix : Agreement between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for Cooperation on the Uses 
of Atomic Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes
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