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The Challenge of Afghanistan vs. Iraq

AFGHANISTAN 

�‡Land Mass �±647,500 sq km 

�‡Population �±31,900,000 people; 

28% literacy

�‡Land locked, primarily agrarian 

economy: $ 35.B GDP, $1,000 PC

�‡Budget: $ 2.6; $8.9B in aid 

pledges 

�‡Lacks both transportation and 

information infrastructure: 34,782 

Km of roads, 8,229 KM paved

�‡Restrictive terrain dominates the 

country 

IRAQ

�‡Land Mass �±432,162 sq km 

�‡Population �±27,500,000 people; 

84% literacy

�‡Economy dominated by the oil 

sector:  $ 100.0B GDP, $3,600 PCI

�‡Budget $ 48.4 billion; $ 33B+ in 

aid pledges 

�‡Comparatively developed 

transportation and information 

infrastructure; 45,5502 Km of 

roads, 38,399 Km paved

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~176,000

TOTAL US AND COALITION FORCES 

~49,000
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