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Nuclear Uncertainty

s Must plan to deal with possible Iranian force with
unknown weapons characteristics, delivery systems,
basing, and timelines.

0 Technology base now exists, enrichment to
fissile levels is only limiting factor.

oNo AOsirak caseo: I|ra
on imports, or large central facilities.

¢ Already a key factor in Iranian capability to
conduct dAwars of 1 nti mic

¢ Cannot predict timeframe for nuclear threat.
Worst case is 2009, but could well be 2042015.

7 Chemical and biological options as well.



Technology Base

¢ Declared chemical weapons state; probable biological
weapons program.

¢ Centrifuge (U-235) and Plutonium (Pu4239) enrichment,
reactor, and processing.

¢ Uranium machining
¢ Polonium (neutron intiator) research.

¢ Work with high explosive lenses and imports of
triggering devices/technology.

¢ Possible acquisition of advanced nuclear fissile weapons
design data from AQ Khan and Swiss sources.
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Confusion Over the US NIE

¢ Not say Iran was not moving towards nuclear weapon.

o0 Did say evidence that halted formal efforts at weapons
development in 2003. (When U
Afghanistan seemed most threatening to Iran,

0 Made it clear that Iran was pursuing enrichmenttechnology
that was the sole remaining barrier to Iran acquiring nuclear
weapons.

¢ Since NIE was issued, new evidence has surfaced of
weapons development effort
and AGreen Salto disclosur

¢ Iran has also been discovered to have cpleted
development of a new, far more advanced centrifuge.

¢ lran has announced two new longange missiles, and a
Nfspaceo program that can [
development.
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Over the past yeaeWwavegainedimportantnewinsightsnto T e h r aativitiss relatedotnuclear weapomasdthe Community
recently published a NationateligenceEstimae onlranianintent andcapabilitiesin thisarea.| wantto bevery clearin addressin
the Iranian nucleaapability First, therare three partsto an effectivenuclea weaponsapability:

1. Produdion of fisdl e material
2. Effedive meansfor weapns ddivery
3. Desgn and weapnizdion of the warheaditsdf

We assessin our recemllE onthis subjectha warheadiesignandw eaponizationverehalted along with covet military uranium
conversionand enrichmenelated activities Declarecuraniumenrichmentefforts whichwill enableheproductia of fissile
materia) conting. Thisis the mostdifficult challengein nucleamproduction | effartstd gerfet ballistic missilesthatcanreach
North AfricaandEuropealsocontinue

We remain concerned abt | r aterdiansand assessith moderate-to-high confidencethat Tehranat aminimum is
keeping ope theoption to develomuclearweapons. We havehigh confidencethat Iranian military enitie swereworking
under governmendirection to develomuclear weaponsintil fall 2003 Also, Iranian ertitiesare continuing to developa
range oftechnicalcapabilitiesthat coud be applied to producing nuclearweapons Iran continuesits efforts todevel@
uranium enricimert technolog, which canbe usedooth for power reacta fueland to producenuclearweapons. And, as
noted Iran continuego depoy ballistic missilesnherently capableof delivering nuclearweapons,and to develodonge -range
missiles. We also assess with tugfidencetat evenafter fall 20( Iran hasconductel researctand devel@mert projects
with commercialand conventionamilitary application® some of Wwich would alsobe of limited usefor nuclearweapons.

We judge with hig confidencehé in fall 2008, Tehranhaltedits nuclea weaponsesignandweaponizatioractivities,aswel as its
covert militay uraniun conversiomndenrichmaet-related activitiesfor atleastseveralears. Becausef inteligencegaps DOE
and the NIC assess with only moderate coridtall suchactivitieswerehalted We asseswith moderatemfidence thia
Tehran had noestartetheseactivitiesasof mid-2007, busincetheycomprise@nunannouncestcreteffort tha Iran attemptedo
hide, we d notknow if thesectivitieshavebeenrestarted.

We judge with hig confidencéha thehalt was tectedorimarily in responst increasingnternatonalscrutinyandpressure
resulting fron exposuref Irand previouslyundelarednucleaiwoik. Thisindicatesthatlran maybe moresusceptibléo influence
on the issue than we judgeeviaisly.
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We do rot have sufficiem intelligencenformation to judge confidently whether Tehran is will ingto maintain thehalt of its
nuclear weapons design @mveaponizationactivitiesindefinitely while it weighsits gptions, or whetherit will or alreadyhas
sé specific deadlines or critexithat will prompt it to restartthoseadivities. We assessith high confidene that Iran hasthe
scientifictechnicaland industrial capacity evetually to produce nuclearweapons In our judgment only anlranian political
decision to andon a nuclearweapors objective would plausibly keg Iran from eventualf producingnuclearweapnsd and
such a decision isherentlyreversible. | note again that two activitiesrelevantto a nuclearweaponscapability contnue:
uranium enricimert that will enable th@roduction of fissilematerial and developmat of long-rangeballistic missilesystems

We asssswith moderateonfidencehatconvinéng the Iranianleadershigo forg theeventuatlevelopmentof nuclea weaponsill
be difficut giventhe linkagemanywithin the leadershiseebetweemucleaweaponslevelopmenand! r akeyationalsecurity
and foreign glicy objectivesand givenlr a rastderableeffortfrom atleastthe late 19800 208 to developsuchweapons.

We continue to assess with modeogigh cofidencehatlran doesnotcurently haveanuclearweapon. Wecontinie toassess
with low confidence thaanprobaby hasmportedatleastsomewneaponsisable fissile materidiut still judge with moderat¢o-
high confidencd hasnotobtainedenoudp for anuclearweapon.We cannotule outtha Iran hasacquiredrom abroad or will
acquire in théutured a nuclear weapan enoud fissile materialfor aweapon.Barring suctacquisitionsif Iranwantsto have
nuclear weapons it would neegroduceuficientamountf fissile materialindigenously which we judge vhthigh canfidence
it has not ytedone.

Iran resumed its declmeentrifugeenrichmentactivities in Januar00, despitehe 20@ halt inits nucleaw eaponsiesignand
weaponization activitieslranmadesignficantprogresan 2007instaling centifugesat Natanz bu wejudgewith moderate
confidence it stifacessignificanttechnicaprobkemsoperatinghem

f We judge wth moderateconfidencethat theearliestpossithe date Iran would be technicdly capale of producing enoud
highly erriched uranium (HEU ) for a weapm is late 200, but that isvery unlikely.

f We judge vith moderate confidencelran probably would be technicdly capable of producing enoughHEU for aweagon
sanetime during the 20102015 timeframe. INR judgeslranis unlikely to achie\e this capability before 2013 becausef
foreseedbtechnicd and programmatic problems. All agenciesecognze the possibiity that this capability may nat be
attained until after 205.
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We knowthat Tehranhad achemicé warfare program prior to 1997 when it declaredelemaets of its program. We assess
that Tehran maintainsdual-use facilitiesnterdedto produce CW agent in timesof neecand conductsresearctthat may have
offensive apiications. We asseslsan maintains a capability to weaponizeCW agents iravarietyof deliverysystems.

We assssthat Iran has previouslyconductel offensiveBW agentresearchand developmen Iran continues tgeeldual- use
technologies thacodd be usedfor biological warfare.

Extract from J. Michael McConnell, Director of Nationalintelligence Annual Threat Assessent of the I ntell igenceCommunity
forthe Serate Armed ServicesCommittee¢ 27February 208
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