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The Rising Intensity of the Conflict: 2001-2007

The US government and UN have provided a limited amount of unclassified

data on the rising intensity of the conflict, but the amount of data provided

hasactually declinedasthe conflict hasgrown more serious. Most of the maps

and charts in this sectioncomefrom leakedUN material and from Senlis. The

summary statistics on recent trends are uncertain, and figures often vary

from speechto speechor releaseto release.

There is no real transparency or public accountability as to progress in the

fighting. No country or international organization provides useful unclassified

overview data on developmentsin the fighting in anything like the depth that

the US Department of Defenseprovides in its quarterly reports on the Iraq

War. There alsoare significant differencesin the limit amount of data that the

US governmentdoesprovide. For example,the data on terrorist attacks show

a much steeperrise in the level of conflict during 2005-2007than the figures

provided by the local command/

The reporting that is available also decouplesthe fighting in Afghanistan

from that in Pakistan. Accordingly, public official reporting on the growing

intensity of the war since2006ignores one of the most critical aspectsof the

conflict.
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Number of Security Incidents By Month, January 

2003 to May 2007

United Nations, Office on Drugs and Crime, ñAfghanistan Opium Survey 2007,ò 

Executive Summary, August 2007



UNDSS  2007 vs. 2006 

Å The security situation in Afghanistan is assessedby most analysts as having

deteriorated at a constant rate through 2007. Statistics show that although the

numbers of incidents are higher than comparable periods in 2006, they show the

sameseasonalpattern.

Å The nature of the incidents hashoweverchangedconsiderablysincelast year, with

high numbers of armed clashesin the field giving way to a combination of armed

clashesand asymmetricattackscountrywide.

Å The Afghan National Police (ANP) has becomea primary target of insurgentsand

intimidation of all kinds has increasedagainst the civilian population, especially

thoseperceivedto be in support of the government, international military forcesas

well asthe humanitarian and developmentcommunity.

Å éthe more significant changein 2007is the shift from large-scalearmed clashesin

the field to asymmetric or terror -style attacks. The former do still take placeand as

air support is often used,casualty figures are still high. On averagehowever these

clashesare fewer and smaller than in 2006.

Å Possible reasons include the high numbers of Taliban fighters killed during

summer 2007 including many mid-level and senior commanders. Another reason

must be the realization that these types of attacks are futile against a modern

conventionally equippedmilitary force supported by a wide range of air assets. The

Afghan National Army (ANA) hasalsobeenimproving throughout 2007
5

UN Departmentof Safetyandsecurity,Afghanistan,Half-YearReviewof theSecuritysituationin Afghanistan,TopicAssessment,02/07, August13, 2007
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Enemy Activity Snap -shot (Weeks 1 �² 52 for 2005 & 2006 )
01 January �² 31 December ( 2005 & 2006 )

Method of Attack

2005 2006

Insurgent Targets

2005 2006

Activity for Period

Type of Activity 2005 2006

Suicide Attacks 27    139

School Attacks 98   129

Direct Fire 1558   4542

Indirect Fire 599   1511

IEDs 783   1677
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